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A letter from Paris.
[A.D. 1775.
To THE SAME.
' Paris, Oct. 22,1775.
'DEAR SIR,
' We are still here, commonly very busy in looking about us. We have been to-day at Versailles. You have seen it, and I shall not describe it. We came yesterday from Fontainebleau, where the Court is now. We went to see the King and Queen at dinner, and the Queen was so impressed by Miss', that she sent one of the Gentlemen to enquire who she was. I final all true that you have ever told me of Paris. Mr. Thrale is very liberal, and keeps us two coaches, and a very fine table; but I think our cookery very bad'J. Mrs. Thrale got into a convent of English nuns, and I talked with her through the grate, and I am very kindly used by the English Benedictine friars. But upon the whole I cannot make much acquaintance here ; and though the churches, palaces, and some private houses are very magnificent, there is no very great pleasure after having seen many, in seeing more; at least the pleasure, whatever it be, must some time have an end, and we are beginning to think when we shall come home. Mr. Thrale calculates that, as we left Streatham on the fifteenth of September, we shall see it again about the fifteenth of November.
' I think I had not been on this side of the sea five days before I found a sensible improvement in my health. I ran a race in the rain this day, and beat Baretti. Baretti is a fine fellow, and speaks French, I think, quite as well as English3.
' Make my compliments to Mrs. Williams; and give my love to Francis; and tell my friends that I am not lost. ' I am, dear Sir,
' Your affectionate humble, &c.
' SAM. JOHNSON.'
'To DR. SAMUEL JOHNSON.
' Edinburgh, Oct. 24, 1775. 'Mv DEAR SIR,
'If I had not been informed that you were at Paris, you should have had a letter from me by the earliest opportunity,
1 Miss Thrale.   BOSWELL.
3 In his Journal he records 'their meals are gross' (post, Oct. 10). We may doubt therefore Mrs. Piozzi's statement that he said of the French : ' They have few sentiments, but they express them neatly; they have little meat too, but they dress it well.' Piozzi's Anec. p. 102.
3 See ante, i. 419, note.
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